
 

March 2016 Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

March 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

April ?- TBD 

April 16 & 17th- Kathy Shaner Seminar. 

April 23 & 24th- Japanese Garden Spring Festival 

and BOD meeting. 

April 29th- Friday. LSBF Visiting artist Rodney 

Clemens. 

May 14th- Saturday 8 AM- 4 PM, Club Auction and 

Raffle. 

June 9th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

June 24-26th- Club Exhibition. 

July 14th- TBD 

July 28th- BOD meeting at Mark’s house. 

Aug. 11th- TBD 

Sept. 8th- TBD 

Oct. 6th- TBD 

Oct. 13-16th- LSBF Convention. 

Nov. 5-6th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival, BOD 

meeting. 

Nov. 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Dec. 8th- Christmas Party. 

 

 

Remember to renew your 

membership! There is a form 

at the end of the newsletter. 

 

President’s Message 
By Acting President Steven Hendricks  

 
The Annual Business meeting was held last 

month. It was a chance to hear from our members 

about things they would like to see happen in the 

coming year.  It was also the time to bring any ideas 

or concerns to the attention of the board.  Sadly, we 

only had 5 people attend.  As sad as that was, it was 

actually a decent percent as we currently only have 

15 members.  In a city of over 700,000 we can only 

scare up 15 members! 

 

The most important resolution passed at the 

meeting was to move the club meetings from the 

second Thursday to the Second Saturday morning of 

each month as soon as we can reschedule with the 

Botanic Gardens.  This was felt necessary because 

we are in crisis mode.  I know there will be some 

objections but drastic measures have to be taken to 

keep the club from dying.  The full notes taken at the 

meeting are included in this newsletter. 

 

From our Program Chairman  
Steven Hendricks- 

March Program:  
 
This is the first Club Artist Workshop this year with 

Howard and Sylvia Smith, local bonsai artists and 

winners of numerous bonsai recognition awards. If 

you followed the program concept of working on the 

same two trees for the last few years, you should 

have a couple of bonsai trees well on their way to 

becoming show trees. But you need not bring the 

same trees each time. Bring any tree you need help 

with along with your tools and wire and be prepared 

to work on your trees at the meeting.  It’s a little late 

for repotting but it can still be done if you are not 

doing radical root work. 

 

This is not a structured workshop.  It’s more of a 

walk around workshop.  When you aren’t working 

on your trees take advantage of the opportunity to 

follow Howard and Sylvia around as they work with 

other members’ trees.  You can pick up a lot of good 

information that way. 

 



The biggest change is that we will no longer be 

providing dinner before the workshops.  We will still 

begin around 6:30 but eat before you come or bring 

a snack with you.  We will always have soft drinks 

and bottled water available and likely some cookies 

as well. 

 

MARCH BONSAI 
By John Miller 

 
The jet stream has kept us from having a winter 

this year.  It has pushed all artic air far enough to the east 

that we have not had enough cold.  However no one 

knows just what it will do in March and April.  We could 

get some unpleasant surprises.  You need to keep one of 

the weather prediction programs in your favorites bar and 

look a week ahead so you have time to take any necessary 

precautions. 

Bonsai usually start growing in late February or 

March in this area depending on your wintering 

techniques and on the species.  However this year many 

bonsai have already done a lot of growing.  After growth 

starts some species can take a couple degrees of frost but 

unless you know what your particular tree can take you 

should keep it from freezing.  Also, newly growing roots 

are more tender.  In this area you should keep the new 

foliage out of strong winds however they should have 

some air flow to help harden the new foliage and to help 

keep insects and fungal diseases at bay. 

You may continue repotting on deciduous species 

until you see a tiny bit of green on the tips of the swelling 

leaf bud.  Be sure to keep the newly repotted tree out of 

the wind and late morning or afternoon sun.  Broadleaf 

evergreen species will generally be okay to repot later on.  

Yaupon do better if you wait until it warms a bit more.   

Usually we can expect a freeze in March so you 

may have to protect trees that have started growth and 

those that have been repotted this winter.  Don’t repot 

tropicals until the night temps stay above 60. 

There are two different approaches to branch and 

tree care.  The first is the development stage of the tree 

where you are growing and developing branches, doing 

root work and generally developing the style of the tree.  

During this time you will cut and wire and then let it grow 

for a good period of time developing taper and interesting 

bends and twists.  Timing of these functions is not as 

critical. 

The other approach comes after the development 

stage and results in the refinement of the bonsai.  This 

gives it the twiginess, small leaves and a patina of age 

which takes it from a commercial bonsai to a piece of art.  

It is quite time consuming especially in the flush growth 

period after dormancy breaks.  If not done carefully, the 

new growth will thicken the twigs and cause long 

internodes which will ruin the all the previous work and 

may even send you back to the development stage. 

Now you should get your tweezers and shears 

ready for the real job ahead.  In order to develop the 

ramification and fine twigs you want you must be pruning 

the new growth as it develops.  Waiting until the shoots 

are three or four inches or longer results in coarse twigs 

with long internodes.  These will have to be cut off and 

new ones developed.   

Junipers in development should be trimmed with 

shears.  Styled juniper may be done with the fingers.  As 

the new growth develops grasp the twigs with one hand 

spreading the foliage in a fan shape.  Then with the other 

hand grasp the tips between the fleshy part of your thumb 

and finger and pull it off.  Using fingernails or scissors 

will result in brown tips on the cut foliage. Don’t pinch 

anything with a strong center thread. 

As the weather warms up the insects will surely 

make their appearance.  Use the foliar spray (1 tablespoon 

each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and apple 

cider vinegar per gallon of water) weekly to control aphid, 

mites, caterpillars etc.  Commercial sprays may be used 

but be sure to follow directions closely.  Be sure to spray 

with a fine mist sprayer to cover top, bottom and branches 

thoroughly.  Hose end types have too coarse a spray. 

Be careful when using a new insecticide or cure. 

The best advice is to try it first on some lesser plants to 

see how it behaves in your yard. Hydrogen peroxide is 

suggested as a control for fungal problems.  The peroxide 

degenerates into water and oxygen fairly rapidly so is no 

threat to the environment.  Personally, I have used 1% 

peroxide on elms and yaupons later on in the season 

spraying once a week. It got rid of the black spot with no 

damage.  However, on tender new spring foliage it caused 

some leaf burn.  Therefore anytime I use peroxide it will 

be on mature foliage and diluted to a 0.5% solution. 

Fertilizing is necessary once the trees start to 

grow.  Too many trees exhibited do not have a good dark 

green foliage.  Since we are using soilless mixes for the 

most part, a different technique is required than used for 

most potted plants.  Water soluble chemical fertilizers 

should be used at half strength and used more often than 

labeled since they will wash out with the next watering.  

The same is more or less true with liquid organic 

fertilizers.  The best technique is to use solid organic 

fertilizers.  Fertilizer cakes on the surface is the best way.  

They break down slowly and a small amount is carried 

into the root zone each time you water.  Pelletized organic 

material can be spread on the surface also but they tend to 

crumble and create an undesirable surface.  Be sure that 

the fertilizer you use has a balanced formula and not extra 

high in nitrogen.  Be especially careful with chemicals or 

manure based organic fertilizer on newly potted plants. 

 

 



Winter Silhouette 
By Steven Hendricks 

 

There are some trees that show best in the 

winter when the leaves have fallen and you 

can appreciate the ramification. 

 

Cedar elm as collected on a FWBS club dig.  

I air layered the top out of the tree. 

 

Several years later you can see the branch 

development and ramification. 

 

 

Cedar elm stump from died-back 1999 FW 

convention workshop tree.  This wonderful 

little tree grew up from the dead stump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trident maple. Acquired from Andy 

Rutledge of Dallas in 2003. 

 



Korean Hornbeam.  Bought from Vito Megna in 

1998. 
 

FWBS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

FEBRUARY 25, 2016 
Present were Steven Hendricks, Mark Bynum, William 

Winston, Joe Andrews and Ladd Kelley 

  

Steven Hendricks, VP/Programs and Acting President, 

called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

  

1.  Brief overview of the last year's programs and events. 

  

2.  Club still without a President and Secretary.  No one 

has offered to fill these positions. 

  

3.  Membership.  The club currently has 15 paid 

members, less than half the number from last 

year.  Suggestions for increasing membership: 

    a.  Contact those who failed to renew and offer friendly 

invitation to return. 

    b.  Does the club have the feel of an "old boy 

clique," making new members feel unwelcome? 

    c.  Should we schedule a "reunion" of current and past 

members to entice people to rejoin? 

    d.  We need to fix the club website; it is no longer 

functional.  

    e.  Should we set up a Facebook page/blog connected 

to a club Facebook page?  We need to improve 

communication.  Club would need to consult a 

geek/expert to do this. 

    f.   Should we establish a program whereby new 

members are assigned to an experienced member for 

mentoring? 

    g.  Should we offer free workshops with material 

provided, so new members will have a tree they are proud 

to bring to club artists. 

    h.  Should we consider giving new members a tree 

variety other than juniper, something easier.  Yaupon, 

ficus, boxwood? 

    i.   Move club meetings to Saturdays; there was 

unanimous agreement this is needed for the health of the 

club.  Mark so moved; Joe seconded.  Unanimous "yes" 

vote.  Steve agreed to talk to Botanic Garden, 

investigating how soon this can happen. 

  

4.  Mark presented written Treasurer's Report.  William 

moved to approve report, Joe seconded.  Unanimous 

"yes" vote. 

  

5.  Steven asked for ideas for programs the remainder of 

this year:  Suiseki program in July presented by Joe; 

Saunders boxwood workshop; Phoenix graft program; 

raft or forest program; opportunities to piggyback on any 

artist scheduled by the Dallas club?  Reminder:  club 

needs some programs less advanced for any new 

members. 

  

6.  Discussion about cost of providing food for members 

on the evenings of Club Artist Workshops.  There was 

unanimous agreement to discontinue the full meals and 

provide only the usual snacks provided for all 

meetings.  The 6:30 p.m. start time will remain the same. 

  

7.  LSBF Conventions: 

Reminder that the 2016 convention is Oct. 13-16 hosted 

by the Corpus Christi club. 

Steven passed out a typed report from the last 

committee meeting to plan the 2017 convention co-

sponsored by Fort Worth and Dallas.  Mark said the 

FWBS agreed to contribute $5,000 upfront, which will 

likely be recaptured when the convention is held. 

  

8.  Mark discussed a feasibility study for a permanent 

bonsai exhibit in the Japanese Garden, presented to the 

new Director of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden.  This 

would initially include installation of a grouping of three 

pedestals for the rotating display of three trees--to be 

watered by Botanic Garden staff.  Mark made clear that 

he presented this study as an individual, NOT as a 

representative of FWBS.  He did ask that the club 

consider this proposal and its potential part in it.  He also 

displayed a prototype he constructed of one pedestal and 

displayed a large Ficus retusa. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 



 

 
 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2016 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer    

                             2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2016_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


